Wednesday, 8th June 2022

QDHS Newsletter
Dear families,
Our Walk in Unity to celebrate the culmination of Reconciliation Week 2022 made for a lovely morning for students,
staff and the community members who joined us. Thankyou to all those who organised, supported and came along.
We had a great turnout and enjoyed morning tea afterwards provided by our 1/2 and 2/3 classes. You will find some
more information and photos in the next pages.
As you know Successful Students are our priority, and success in Literacy is at the top of the list! Next week all staff
are participating in ‘Talk For Writing’, which is a suite of teaching and learning strategies that suit students with
learning difficulties, low socioeconomic cohorts, students with English as an additional language or mainstream and
talented students. This course will take place on Monday and Tuesday of next week, therefore we will have two
school development days where children do not attend school. We are very much looking forward to our learning.
Speaking of Literacy at the top of the list, I received a call from Central Office recently, letting me know Quairading
District High School has been recognised as one of the top 50 Western Australian public primary schools over
2019/21 relative performance for Year 3 English NAPLAN results. This is a fantastic reflection of the commitment to
literacy we have in the early years and across the school. We are very proud of the accolade.
Recently the Education Department provided us with some resources to support starting a conversation in the
school community about violence. This is a part of the Education Minister’s ‘Let’s Take a Stand Together’ action
plan. The resources encourage students, parents, staff and community members to talk about violence and how
they can help end it. The arrival of the resources happened to be quite timely and you will see them more in the
coming weeks. We aim to raise awareness that violence is not an acceptable method of resolution. We aim to
encourage students to use their voice against violence and become a change maker. We will discuss the impact and
consequences of violence, alternative behaviours and how students and community can have respectful
relationships.
Finding solutions to violent behaviour is challenging, so a collective effort is needed to address this community
issue. We will work to ensure our school is a safe, nurturing environment where children can learn and staff can
work safely to foster and maintain positive behaviour and respect.

We will speak out against violence as our voice is
the most powerful tool we have.
Pauline Wray
Principal

In mathematics across the school we have been focusing on making models, drawing
diagrams and visualising the mathematical concepts we have been working on. This can help
develop a deep understanding of mathematics.
During week 5 we focused on 'balancing' equations. For example: 23 = y + 5
To assist in explaining this we used balance beams. We found these really assisted in the
deeper understanding of the equal sign means 'the same as'. We had so much fun we even
used them in the year 2/3 class.

This Term in GRIT we have many exciting activities as we engage the students in
challenges to build their resilience and problem solving skills.
One of the favourite challenges was the handless cup stacking task where they
had to work together to stack cups using only string and an elastic band.
Currently students are working on the Riderless Bicycle.

In Project Based Learning, we have broken into 3 working groups. 1 group is
working on building a Solar Powered Portable Classroom, another group is
researching, growing and presenting a native plant of their choice, the final
group is working on event planning with a current focus on National
Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week activities. You might have seen some of
their posters around town!

As part of the Sporting Schools program we have been able to have Athletics Australia come in and help
with technique and athletic training. Students from years 1-6 have enjoyed 2 sessions this week and will
have 2 more in week 9.

Reconciliation Week 2022…
QDHS has worked together with the Youth Centre to create awareness about National Reconciliation Week. We
created a community tablecloth in the Co-Op where everyone could make a pledge about what they are going to
do to Be Brave and Make Change in our community! On Friday we had a community walk starting from the School
walking past the Co-Op, Post-Office and back to the School. We were joined by community members, the Shire of
Quairading and Elders. Afterwards the year 1/2 and 2/3 classes hosted a wonderful morning tea and Fire n’ Yarn in
the new Bush Tucker Garden for the community to join in.

We have still been working with our fantastic Ballardong Elder Educators this term and have had a lot of fun. From
making Banksia cordial and experiencing a Welcome to Country from a guest speaker in language, through to
investigating the Gilgie/Yabby with reading time and preparing for winter making tools and looking at Bwokas
(kangaroo skin cloaks). There is so much still to learn and develop with deep respect for indigenous knowledge.

27th June—1st July 22

As a school we will be running Book Week this term! We will be celebrating on the second last day of
Term 2, 30th June 2022. There will be a Book Parade from 9am in the undercover.
Make sure to get your costumes ready.

Student competitions this year include Shark Tank Book Idea: Create a story board of a book you would like to author, illustrate and publish.
This book can be from any topic or genre.
Book Review: Read a book and review it! Select any book and complete a book review. You can
complete it on a template you have been given or make your own.
Check out the packs in the office or from your teacher to work on these great competitions.
Prizes available across all year levels. All work is to be neat and colourful to display.

Competitions close 29th June 2022.
We will also have the pleasure of providing parents and students the opportunity to buy from the
Scholastic Book Fair during this week.
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Community Notices
St Faith’s Kids at the Anglican Church, Wednesday June 15th
3-4:30pm. Afternoon tea supplied. All welcome, enquiries to
Mrs Mary Stacey.

QDHS Employment Vacancy
Cleaner, part time - permanent
Please follow the link or search for vacancy number
SS/SS751588

Hockey Coaching: Top Wright Coaching is running a 2 day
hockey camp on the 11th & 12th of July at Aquinas College. This
is the Monday & Tuesday of the second week of the holidays.
Please find all details below on our website.
https://www.topwrightcoaching.com/product-page/hockeycamps

Cleaner (jobs.wa.gov.au)
For further information please contact
Mrs Pam Canova at the school office.

