QDHS Newsletter
Dear families,
It really does seem the end of term has come around very quickly!
In the last few school days the number of positive covid cases in the school has increased. We wish our
students and families all the best in their recoveries. We hope that the two week holiday break might
provide a buffer and help students and staff return for term two healthy and ready to learn and teach!
We have many families who have been quick to inform us of their positive cases, which is of great support to
the school and school community. It means we can be timely in our communication with families and we can
all make informed decisions about the care and health of our students and school community.
Previously scheduled for early term two, our ANZAC ceremony will now be presented to
you on our Facebook page, with classes pre-recording their ANZAC items. Our Student
Council have prepared our regular items for you, so keep an eye out for that on
ANZAC morning. In addition, representatives of our Student Council will attend the
community ANZAC service.
Interim reports and parent interviews for term one reporting will be held
early in term two on Monday 2nd May. We will conduct face-to-face
meetings for you to discuss your child’s learning with their teacher. Please
call the office to book a meeting time.
Without an end of term assembly and with the low attendance currently
we have decided to make the presentations of our Certificates of
Excellence and Citizenship early next term as well.
Mr Hudson is on sick leave for a period of time and we have Mr Wray helping out with relief gardening. He
has enjoyed refurbishing our school sign and our Candace and Oscar sculptures who are now proudly
welcoming you to school each day!
We have Breakfast Club available to students five mornings a week now. Each recess, either Mrs Johnston,
Mrs Mills, Mrs Osborne, Mrs Kylie Squiers or Mrs Baker provides something delicious for our students to
enjoy. Our Student Council and secondary students also take turns to help out. Thank you to the people
involved in making this a well supported activity.

Please stay safe on the holidays. If Covid visits you please follow the instructions of the Health Department so
we might soon be out of the grips of this pandemic.
School resumes on Tuesday the 26th of April.
Pauline Wray
Principal

QDHS Secondary Students – Beyond the MESH subjects!
In term 1, high school students are challenging and questioning the way they learn and developing their
resilience. There has been a focus on setting goals, creating good study habits and working on meaningful
projects that give back to the school and the community.
In Project Based Learning, students got to choose the project they would like to work
with and set their own timeframe and goals for completion. Every fortnight, they reflect
on what the group has done, how they as individuals have contributed and then decide
what they need to do next. It is creating a level of independence and self-awareness
whilst learning. The projects include - building a fire pit in the Bush Tucker Garden,
painting a propagation box with a story, creating a self-watering system and submitting
a proposal to the Shire of Quairading to upgrade the BMX track.
Each project has elements of Science, Maths, English, Technology,
Art and HaSS.
The year 9/10 students are participating in a Study Skills class (otherwise known as
Homework Club). In this class they spend time planning, learning new study strategies,
discussing how they can improve their home learning environment and finishing off
with a 40-minute study session. Mrs Garrett provides a healthy snack and positive
vibes.
In addition to this, students are participating in G.R.I.T.
which develops their Growth, Resilience, Integrity and Traction in life.
YouthCare G.R.I.T. utilizes experiential learning processes and practices,
where students participate in a series of challenging activities and tasks
followed by a debrief or review. Finally, after 8 weeks, we are starting to see
some positive momentum within the group as they learn how to overcome
‘failure’ and how to work together!
Mrs Squiers is also running a careers class where students are looking at the opportunities and skills they
will need to follow their chosen pathways in life after QDHS.
Mrs Fraser and Mrs Garrett are working two-way with the local Ballardong Elders to teach students about
local Aboriginal knowledges and histories. Whilst doing this, students are learning language and culture
and how the oldest living culture survived for 60 thousand plus years. This ensures QDHS students have
understanding of Aboriginal culture and respect for their contribution to education and learning. This is a
positive step towards students becoming a culturally responsive.

The P&C have teamed up with Quairading St John’s Ambulance to offer a selection of first aid kits as a
fundraiser. These packs are well below normal retail price so it’s a great time to stock up.

Don’t forget your car, work utes and farm vehicles prior to seeding!

Student Council News
The student council have started the year with a blast. We have thrown a free dress day and
lunch, and are presenting a free Easter movie day this Friday. With the money we fundraised
we bought an amazing new wonder boom, new sports equipment for each class and plan on
buying a permanent table tennis table for the school. With the school’s new wonder boom we
decided to add some jams to our mornings and recess outside with some music.
We couldn’t have bought these
exciting items without your help, thank you! We have many more ideas and events to come so
stay tuned. Have a wonderful Holiday.
Student Council team
In Term 2 our school will be participating in Jump Rope For Heart.
There are prizes to be won and fun to be had by all!
A letter will be sent home at the start of term 2, with more information and in inviting
your child to register.

Wise Women with Murdoch University
The year six and high school girls participated in a Wise Women
meeting with Kaitlyn from Murdoch University. Kaitlyn explained to
us the steps to go to University. She taught us about what an ATAR
score is and what the average score you should aim for to get into
University. She also explained to us the other options rather than
ATAR you can take to get into University, such as VET courses, TAFE,
bridging courses and portfolios.
We talked about the exciting Wise Women camp we may get to
attend and the many events we will do while we are there.
(by Shelby Faltyn)

